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was nonsensical for the Japanese to think that the German offensive
in Soviet Russia was not meeting with full success. The attack, on
the contrary, was proceeding precisely according to plan and the
Japanese in Berlin wondered why Japan was delaying in attacking
Soviet Russia. The gentleman at the Tokyo end of the wire merely
said that it was his turn to say " nonsense."
From the point of view of the United States and Great Britain the
most dangerous cabinet that could be formed in Japan would be one
in which Matsuoka would combine the positions of Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister. Our informant confirmed our own interpreta-
tion of the recent cabinet change and he said that neither the Germans
nor General Oshima, the Japanese Ambassador in Berlin, were
pleased with the change and that Oshima had sent practically no
telegrams since the new cabinet had been installed.
It was my informant's belief that Admiral Toyoda believed that
further conversations with me might be very helpful at this time
and that an opportunity to develop closer contact with me would
be welcomed.
THE ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL ATLANTIC MEETING
SEEN FROM JAPAN
August 14, 1941
We learned to-day of the historic meeting of Roosevelt and
Churchill somewhere in the Atlantic and of the eight-point declara-
tion concerning the war and peace aims of the United States and
Great Britain, announced in the Japan Times and Advertiser under
small one-column headlines, whereas the recent German war bulletin
was spread across three or four columns. Opponents of the adminis-
tration will of course see in this declaration all sorts of commitments
involving the United States in European affairs, but whatever happens
in future I believe that history will regard this meeting and the
results thereof as one of the most enlightened steps ever taken since
the announcement of President Wilson's Fourteen Points.
Human nature may not change very much over the years but at
least it learns something through hard experience, and I venture to
believe that the politicians will never again be allowed to -wreck
such a far-seeing programme as Roosevelt and Churchill have now
announced. It will take a long time, perhaps a very long time,
before such a programme can be carried out in effect, but its announce-
ment at this time seems to me to be an act of the highest statesman-
ship, and with all the ranting that we may now expect from the
Axis in reply, it is going to take a lot of wind out of the Axis sails
and nip in the bud any peace overtures which in due course Mr.
Hitler may contemplate. I am happier to-day than I have been for
a long time and, as always, inordinately proud of our country and
what it is doing.

